
Current research by OSFLM members:   

Research is key to understanding mechanism of injury and in guiding treatment protocols.  OSFLM  
members are encouraged to produce Clinical, Basic Science, and Epidemiologic, or other research that is 
directly or indirectly relevant to Laboring Workers.  Research is critical for identifying the gaps in the current 
knowledge base with respect to the treatment of Laboring Workers.  

Current research projects include:	

Longtitudinal Assessment of Bone and Cartilage Following Subchondroplasty in Patients Presenting with 

Knee Pain and Bone Marrow lesions. 

Goding, R. MD , Kersh, M. PhD.  

Study being conducted in Association with the Tissue Biomechanics Lab, Department of Mechanical 
Engineering, University of Illinois, Urbana,Champaign. 

Relevence to Laboring Workers:  

Subchondroplasty is a technique designed to decrease pain and put off TKR in a patient with BML and OA.  
The early return to job function and putting off TKR can be of critical importance to the Laboring Worker 
who may be at risk of loss of employment with a TKR. 

 

Incidence Of Hammer Drill related injuries in Union Steamfitters in Illinois 

Goding, R. MD,  Moon, M, BS. 

Study being conducted in association with the University of Illinois College of Medicine Urbana, Champaign. 

Hammer Drills are powerful drills that require both hands to run.  Anecdotal reports from patients have 
identified injuries related to catching during hammer drill use as common.  We will be sending a 
questionnaire through the Pipefitters and Steamfitters Union to assess the incidence of these injuries in this 
group. 

 

Subacromial pressure during hammer drill catching : a cadaveric model 

Goding, R. MD , Kersh, M. PhD.  

This cadaver model will use pressure sensors in the subacromial space to record pressure while the cadaver 
shoulder is attached to a hammer drill and a catch of the drill is induced, creating instantaneous rotational 
torque which will be transferred to the shoulder.  

 



Reverse Total Shoulder Arthroplasty in Patients Under Fifty-Five Years Old: Two to Twelve Year Follow UP 

Otto, Randall MD, et al 

Reverse Total Shoulder Replacement has traditionally been reserved for older patients.  Before 
contemplating whether this treatment is appropriate for a Laboring Worker, it must first be determined 
whether the procedure is appropriate for working age patients.  This study will help to elucidate this issue.  


